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SHORT ESSAY QUESTION-SET #2

This Short Essay Question is based on the accompanying documents and is designed to
test your ability to work with historical documents. Each Short Essay Question set will
consist of two documents. Some of these documents have been edited for the purposes of
this question. Keep in mind that the language and images used in a document may reflect
the historical context of the time in which it was created.

Task: Read and analyze the following documents, applying your social studies knowledge
and skills to write a short essay of two or three paragraphs in which you:

e Describe the historical context surrounding documents 1 and 2
e Analyze Document 2 and explain how audience, or purpose, or bias, or point of view
affects this document’s use as a reliable source of evidence

In developing your short essay answer of two or three paragraphs, be sure to keep these
explanations in mind:

Describe means “to illustrate something in words or tell about it”

Historical Context refers to “the relevant historical circumstances surrounding or connecting the
events, ideas, or developments in these documents”

Analyze means “to examine a document and determine its elements and its relationships”

Explain means “to make plain or understandable; to give reasons for or causes of; to show the
logical development or relationship of”

Reliability is determined by how accurate and useful the information found in a source is for a
specific purpose
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